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IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING NEW INTERNATIONAL  
TRAINEES: Workers who process visa applications for            
Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) are currently on 
strike; this may lead to delays in processing applications for 
study permits and entry visas. Visit the CIC website for more 
information. 

Congratulations! 
 
The June issue of the ORT Times highlights UHN trainees who have    
recently received awards, scholarships or honours in a variety of forms. 
The goal of this issue is to emphasize the outstanding quality and       
impressive breadth of UHN trainee’s research. We apologize to any 
trainees who were inadvertently left out. Be sure to let us know about 
trainees who have earned an honourable mention so we can spread the 
good news and highlight these achievements in the ORT Times. 
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Tutorial 

Finding $$Funding$$ with the COS Pivot Database  
 
 
Tired of spending countless hours searching the internet for funding 
opportunities? Streamline your funding searches with the COS Pivot 
funding database! Pivot is a very large database of funding             
opportunities in all disciplines for students, postdocs, and PIs alike. 
Pivot is easy to use and makes searching highly efficient: it allows you 
to save your funding searches, and will automatically e-mail you new 
funding opportunities generated from your saved searches. Pivot can also remind you of upcoming application 
deadlines. 
 
1. Signing up  
To access Pivot, go to: http://pivot.cos.com/ (click here to see Figure 1). Click on Sign up in the top right corner. 
Create your pivot account by filling in the required information in the form. Note: only trainees at “Affiliated    
Member Institutions” will be able to access Pivot. For example, I am a postdoc based at Toronto Rehab, but        
because Toronto Rehab is affiliated with University of Toronto (U of T), I can enter a U of T e-mail address (e.g.    
jennifer@uhnres.utoronto.ca) and select University of Toronto as the affiliated member institution 
 
2. Searching for funding opportunities 
Once you have created your account, go back to the Pivot page and click on Log in in the top right corner (click 
here to see Figure 2). This will bring you to your very own Pivot Homepage. From here you can conduct funding 
searches by typing search terms in the search box in the right-hand corner of the gray bar, near the top of the 
page. 
 
You will likely get a long list of funding opportunities or “opps”. To refine your search, go to the light blue bar to the 
left of the list of opportunities and click on the desired terms with which to filter your search. For instance,       
postdocs can filter their search to only return opportunities that have Top Requirements of PhD or MD or Other 
Professional, rather than opportunities that may be for graduate students. 
 
For more filtering options, click on Advanced Search in the Search Funding Results bar above the list of returned 
opportunities. Here, you can construct a more complex keyword search and filter by submission deadline, location, 
and more (click here to see Figure 3). 
 
3. Saving and tracking searches 
My favourite aspect of pivot is the ability to save funding searches and receive e-mail alerts when new funding   
opportunities that fit the search criteria are posted. To save a search, click on Save Search in the Search Funding 
Results bar. You will be prompted to name your search, and asked whether you would like to automatically receive 
e-mail alerts for new funding opportunities generated by this search (click here to see Figure 4 and here for Figure 
5). You can view your saved searches in the Saved Searches area of your homepage (click here to see Figure 6). 
 
4. Tracking specific funding opportunities 
Once you have refined your list to a more reasonable length, click on an opportunity of interest to view the full  
details—such as the website, eligibility requirements, application due date, etc. If you like what you see, you can 
choose to “track” the opportunity by clicking tracking (little flag) near the top right corner of the page. Tracking the 
opportunity means that it will show up in a list of “Tracked” opportunities on your homepage, and you will get        
e-mail alerts every time the opportunity is updated or when the deadline is approaching (click here to see Figure 
7).  
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Cont’d from PAGE 02 
 
Similarly, you can click on Active (box with star) to have the opportunity show up in the “Active” opportunities list 
on your homepage. Marking an opportunity as Tracked vs. Active just determines which box the opportunity is  
displayed in on the homepage (click here to see Figure 8). You’re now on your way to conducting efficient funding 
searches!  
 
For additional help using Pivot or to discover Pivot’s other advanced options, visit https://pivot.desk.com/ or 
browse their Youtube help videos here http://www.youtube.com/user/ProQuestPivot. 
 
 
Author: Jennifer C. Tomaszczyk, PhD,Postdoctoral Fellow (TRI) 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

 
 
 

 
Mitacs Information Sessions at UHN 

 
Learn all about Mitacs programs designed to help trainees succeed in their research and scientific careers 

 
 
As a continuation of last month’s editorial about internships in industry, the ORT has   
invited Dr. David Kideckel, Director of Business Development at Mitacs and UHN       
alumnus, to give a short presentation promoting Mitacs’ programs to UHN trainees and 
scientists, followed by a longer Q&A session. Registration is not required, however these 
sessions will be limited to 25 participants. 
 
Several Mitacs research and training programs exist to support the development of     
future innovators in all areas of applied research. One such program is Mitacs’               
Accelerate, Canada’s premier research internship program, that enables trainees to gain 
industry experience while conducting research that will contribute to their thesis or     
postdoctoral research program.  
 
 
Date   Location   Time 
June 25, 2013  TWRI, FP6-103   12:30pm-1:30pm (feel free to bring a lunch) 
June 26, 2013  TMDT, Rm 4-204  10:00am-11:00am 
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   Dr. David Kideckel, 
   Director of Business 
   Development at Mitacs 

http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/figure%208.png
https://pivot.desk.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ProQuestPivot
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Canadian Institutes of Health Research Awards 
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Every year, the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) awards hundreds of scholarships to support trainees 
conducting a broad array of research projects in the health sciences—anything from elucidating the proteins      
implicated in a signalling pathway, to improving health services or identifying new environmental factors that    
contribute to a particular health outcome in a defined population. These awards are given to trainees who    
demonstrate an exceptional aptitude for research and a high potential to become future leaders in their areas of 
study.  
 
In this past competition, 180 students from across Canada were awarded CIHR Frederick Banting and Charles Best 
Canada Graduate Scholarships, including the six following trainees at UHN. Click on the title of their project to 
learn more about their research. 

Elizabeth Huynh—PhD candidate in 
Dr. Gang Zheng’s lab (OCI/Techna) 
 
Project: An All-in-One Approach to 
Image and Treat Brain Tumours using 
Multifunctional Gadolinium  
Texaphyrin 

Wilfred Ip—PhD candidate in Dr. 
Tianru Jin’s lab (TGRI) 
 
Project: The Role of Transcription  
Factor 7-like 2 (TCF7L2) in Hepatic 
Glucose Production: Implications to 
Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus 

Rosemary Yu—PhD candidate in Dr. 
Linda Penn’s lab (OCI) 
 
Project: Characterization of the  
Oncogenic Potential of the  
Mevalonate Pathway 
 
 

Tatyana Mollayeva—PhD candidate in 
Dr. Angela Colatonio’s lab (TRI) 
 
Project: From Brain Injury to Disability: 
Is Sleep Dysfunction a Missing Link? 

Gabriela Rozanski—PhD candidate in 
Dr. Elise F. Stanley’s lab (TWRI) 
 
Project: The Sandwich Synapse: A  
Novel Trans-glial Inter-neuronal  
Signalling Mechanism 

Sally Shi—PhD candidate in Dr. Minna 
Woo’s lab (TGRI) 
 
Project: Absence of the ROS  
Scavenger DJ-1 Paradoxically Protects 
Mice from Obesity and Insulin  
Resistance 

Cont’d, see PAGE 05 

http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20full%20article%20liz%20huyn.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20full%20article%20liz%20huyn.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20full%20article%20liz%20huyn.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20full%20article%20liz%20huyn.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20wilfred%20ip.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20wilfred%20ip.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20wilfred%20ip.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20wilfred%20ip.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20yu.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20yu.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20yu.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20mollayeva.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20mollayeva.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20rozanski.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20rozanski.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20rozanski.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20shi.pdf
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CIHR Fellowships are awarded to trainees who already possess a doctoral or health professional degree and are 
pursuing research. The four following UHN trainees received CIHR Fellowships in the last competition, among a 
total of 86 awardees. Click on the project title to read more about a trainee’s research. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
CIHR awards scholarships and fellowships to trainees pursuing research in one of the CIHR’s priority research areas 
or mandates.  

Dr. Sasan Zandi—postdoctoral  
fellow in Dr. John Dick’s lab (TGRI) 
 
Project: Clonal Origins and  
Evolution of Aplastic Anemia to 
Acute Myeloid Leukemia 

Dr. Lisa Carlesso—postdoctoral fellow 
in Dr. Aileen Davis’ lab (TWRI) 
 
Project: Resilience and Chronic Spinal 
Pain 

Dr. Reina Isayama—MSc candidate in 
Dr. Robert Chen’s lab (TWRI) 
Priority area: Dystonia 
 
Project: Exploring the Premotor and 
the Parietal Connectivity with Primary 
Motor Cortex During the Rubber Hand 
Illusion in Focal Hand Dystonia 

Tara Rosewall—PhD candidate in Dr. 
Michael Milosevic’s lab (PMH) 
 
Project: A New Analytical Paradigm to 
Predict and Prevent Bladder Toxicity 
from Pelvic Radiation Therapy 

Dr. Ewan Goligher—PhD candidate 
supervised by Drs. Niall Ferguson 
(TWRI) and Brian Kavanagh (SickKids) 
 
Project: Linking Ventilator-Induced 
Diaphragm Dysfunction and Weaning 
Failure to Diaphragm Inactivity During 
Mechanical Ventilation: A Physiologi-
cal Clinical Research Program 

Vincy Chan—PhD candidate in Dr. 
Angela Colantonio’s group (TRI) 
Priority area: Pediatric Oncology 
 
Project: A Population Based  
Perspective of Children and Youth 
with Brain Tumours in Ontario,  
Canada: Who Are They and Where Do 
They Go? 

Dr. Marta Erlandson—postdoctoral 
fellow in Dr. Angela Cheung’s lab 
(TGRI) 
Priority area: Osteoporosis 
 
Project: The Relationship Between 
Muscle Mass, Density and Size to 
Functional Measures in Pre- and Post-
menopausal Women 

Cont’d, see PAGE 06 
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Cont’d from PAGE 05 
 
The Fonds de Recherche du Québec—Santé (FRQS)—a provincial funding agency in Quebec that supports health 
research in universities and hospitals—recently awarded Dr. Danny Jeyaraju their prestigious postdoctoral         
fellowship. Dr. Jeyaraju was ranked as the top candidate in his category by the review committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

The ORT is proud to announce that the following UHN trainees have been awarded Travel Awards to present their 
work at conferences around the world. The travel reports from these awardees will be published from July to    
September 2013. Stay tuned for the latest research in stem cells, vision and ophthalmology, and diabetes. 

   

  March 2013 Awardees 
  Dr. Toru Tateno (OCI) 
  Dr. Catherine Frelin (OCI) 
  Dr. Sergio Acuna (TGRI) 
  SarahRose Black (OCI) 
  Dr. Izhar Livne-Bar (TWRI) 
  Eleanor Jane Walter (OCI) 
  Connie Yin (OCI) 
  Dr. Sunni Patel (TWRI) 
  Dan Cojocari (OCI) 
  Dr. Andrew Lau (TGRI) 
  Robert Gracey (TWRI) 
  Dr. Ayda Shahidi (TWRI) 
  Dr. Jennifer Tomaszczyk (TRI) 
  Dr. Crystal Ruff (TWRI) 
  Dr. Jessica Yue (TGRI) 
 
 

Dr. Danny Jeyaraju—postdoctoral  
fellow working with Dr. Aaron  
Schimmer (OCI) 
 
Project: Targeting the Mitochondrial 
Metabolism in Cancer as a Therapeutic 
Approach 

Fonds de Recherche du Québec—Santé 

March 2013 ORT Travel Award Program 

March 2013 ORT Travel Awardees—back row, left to right: Dan Cojocari, Dr.    
Catherine Frelin, Alan Ji, Dr. Sergio Acuna; Front row, left to right: Dr. Jennifer 
Tomaszczyk, Dr. Toru Tateno, SarahRose Black 

Cont’d, see PAGE 07 
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This year 10 postdoctoral fellows working at OCI were awarded OCI/PMH Knudson Postdoctoral Fellowships. These 
awards are funded by generous contributions made in the memory of George Knudson, a Canadian professional 
golfer who, along with Mike Weir, holds the record for the Canadian with the most wins on the PGA Tour. Knudson 
Fellowships are granted annually to outstanding postdoctoral fellows working in any aspect of cancer research at 
OCI/PMH. Here is a list of this year’s recipients: 
 
Dr. Swenke Bailey (Dr. Mathieu Lupien) 
Project Title: Identification of Functional Regulatory Mutations Promoting Serous Ovarian Cancer Tumourigenesis 
 
Dr. Heiko Blaser (Dr. Tak Mak) 
Project Title: Elucidation of Signalling Pathways Involved in Tumourigenesis and Cancer Metastasis in Vivo   
 
Dr. Kenji Chamoto (Dr. Naoto Hirano) 
Project title: Invariant Natural Killer T cell Gene Therapy for Leukemia and Lymphoma 
 
Dr. Yvonne Leung (Dr. Gary Rodin) 
Project title: Enhancing Caregivers’ Ability to Face Challenges of Caregiving—Caregiving 101 
 
Dr. Ines Lohse (Dr. David Hedley) 
Project title: Investigating the Importance of Hypoxic Tumour Microenvironment on Tumour-associated Fibroblasts 
and its Consequences on Tumour Phenotype 
 
Dr. Peter Mullen (Dr. Linda Penn) 
Project title: Exploiting the Metabolic Difference Between Statin-Sensitive and Insensitive Breast cancer 
 
Dr. Ramtin Rahbar (Dr. Pam Ohashi) 
Project title: Characterization of the Host Factors That Influence T cell Responses to Tumour Antigens: a Role for B7
-H4 in Anti-Tumour Immunity 
 
Dr. Matthew Smith (Dr. Mitsu Ikura) 
Project title: Parallel Detection of Ras Signalling 
Outputs Using Real-time NMR 
 
Dr. Ziqiang Yang (Dr. Ben Neel) 
Project title: Role of Gab/Par Complexes in 
Breast Cancer 
 
Dr. Weiyue Zheng (Dr. Senthil Muthuswamy) 
Project title: Investigating the Role Played by 
Scribble in Colorectal Cancer  
 
 

2013 OCI/PMH Knudson Postdoctoral Fellowships  

2013 Knudson Postdoctoral Fellows—back row, left to right Drs.: Peter Mullen, Kenji    
Chamoto, Yvonne Leung, Ramtin Rahbar, Weiyue Zheng; front row, left to right Drs.: Ines 
Lohse, Swneke Bailey, Matthew Smith, Heiko Blaser; absent: Dr. Ziqiang Yang 
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Janice Pong, an MSc candidate in Dr. Linda Penn’s group (OCI) was recently awarded a Scholar
-in-Training Award from the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) to attend their 
Synthetic Lethal Approaches to Cancer Vulnerabilities conference in Bellevue, WA. Janice was 
also invited to give an oral presentation on her work, titled “A Genome-wide shRNA Screen 
Reveals that Inhibiting Kinases Potentiates the Anti-breast Cancer Activity of Fluvastatin”. Click 
here to learn more about the work Janice presented at the AACR conference . 
 
 
 
 

 
SarahRose Black is a special UHN trainee, as she is working toward her MMT in 
Music Therapy, under the supervision and guidance of Drs. Amy Clements-Cortes 
(Wilfrid Laurier University) and Gary Rodin (OCI/TGRI). SarahRose has recently    
presented her work titled “Honouring Lived Experiences: A Phenomenological    
Ethnographic Study of Music Therapy in Palliative Care” at the 39th annual         
Canadian Association for Music Therapy (CAMT) national conference in Saskatoon, 
SK. As mentioned on page 6 of this issue, SarahRose received an ORT Travel Award 
to attend this conference. To fulfill the requirements for the Travel Award and, in 
parallel, promote music therapy, SarahRose organized a special session for         
Psychosocial Oncology and Palliative Care (POPC) staff to teach them firsthand 
what music therapy is and to share what she learnt at this year’s CAMT               
conference. To learn more about music therapy and SarahRose’s fascinating       
research, click here. 

 
Gray Moonen, an MSc candidate in Dr Charles Tators lab (TWRI), gave a          
fascinating talk about his work at this year’s TWRI Research Retreat and, in April, 
won a poster award at the 2013 Canadian Spinal Cord Conference in Halifax, 
NS—impressive accomplishments for a trainee in his first year of graduate 
school. Click here to read more about the Canadian Spinal Cord Conference and 
Gray’s research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As part of their Breast Cancer Research Program (BCRP), the American Department 
of Defense (DOD) awarded Dr.Tracy Liu, a former PhD candidate in Dr. Gang Zheng’s 
lab (OCI/Techna), a doctoral fellowship that funded the final three years of her PhD. 
After defending in January 2013, Tracy and her work were highlighted in this year’s 
DOD BCRP booklet, where she was described as a “next generation innovator”; this is 
not surprising given Tracy’s research led to the publication of five first-author         
articles. To learn more about Tracy’s research while at UHN, click here. 

http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20pong.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20black.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20moonen.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20liu.pdf
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UHN Doctoral Trainees Win First and Second Place Prizes in U of T and Provincial Three Minute 
Thesis Competition 
 
The Three Minute Thesis competition was originally developed in Australia in 2008 and challenges graduate students to 
“present their research and its wider impact in three minutes or less to a panel of non-specialist judges.” The task is          
particularly challenging because participants are allowed only one slide with no animations and a maximum of three minutes 
to present complex information in a compelling fashion.  
 
University of Toronto Competition 
 
Ms. Jasdeep Saggar (OCI) and Mr. Abraham Heifets (OCI/Techna) 
were selected as first and second place winners, respectively, 
amongst 60 presentations from all graduate divisions (including  
social sciences & humanities, physical sciences and life sciences) at 
the University of Toronto (U of T). They then went on to participate 
at the inaugural Ontario provincial finals alongside student           
representatives from 16 universities.  
 
Ontario Competition 
 
1st place winner: Ms. Jasdeep Saggar (OCI) 
“Participating in the Three Minute Thesis competition was              
invigorating. I’ve always been passionate about science                 
communication and was in awe of the positive response from non-specialist audience members who commented that they 
understood how chemotherapy worked after hearing my talk,” explains Ms. Saggar. She emphasizes that “being able to  
communicate with a multi-disciplinary audience is crucial for knowledge dissemination and I’m thankful for having received 
this wonderful opportunity. I’m particularly thankful to my supervisor, Dr. Ian Tannock, for his support and encouragement.”  
 
2nd place winner: Mr. Abraham Heifets (OCI/Techna) 
"Participating was a lot of fun. I appreciate the huge amount of work that it took to organize these competitions. It is rare to 
have the opportunity to practice describing my work honestly, accurately, simply, and succinctly; I believe that everyone, 
including researchers, needs these skills to communicate effectively."  
 
The inaugural 2013 Ontario provincial competition was hosted by Queens University in Kingston, Ontario. Competing        
students were judged by a panel of non-specialist judges including economist Donald Drummond (author of the Drummond 
report), Senior Director of Policy and Analysis at the Council of Ontario Universities Peter Gooch, Toronto-based lawyer Hugh 
Christie, champion marathon swimmer Vicki Keith and Tragically Hip guitarist Rob Baker.  
 
“I commend the University for acknowledging the need to disseminate research to the greater public audience. I’m humbled 
by having won and representing U of T and the Department of Medical Biophysics at the provincial level is a privilege”         
exclaims Saggar. The Council of Ontario Universities donated a silver trophy that will be engraved with Saggar’s name and 
will be on display at the School of Graduate Studies until next year’s competition.  
 
To view a video of the winning presentation, click here. Follow these links to read a transcript of Ms Saggar’s and Mr. Heifets 
three minute thesis accompanied by a scientific summary: Jasdeep Saggar’s three minute thesis and Abraham Heifets’ 
three minute thesis  
 

Author: Jasdeep Saggar, PhD candidate (OCI) 

Winners of the Three Minute Thesis Competition—right: Abraham 
Heifets; left: Jasdeep Saggar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xNsCX4DZ2c
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20saggar.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20heifets.pdf
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/images/stories/research%20summary%20-%20heifets.pdf


U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  &  
F U N D I N G  C A L E N DA R :  

 

06/25 and 26                MITACS  

Information Sessions 
The ORT has invited Dr. David Kideckel,      

Director of Business Development at Mitacs, 
to give a short presentation promoting 
Mitacs’ programs to UHN trainees and        

scientists, followed by a longer Q&A session. 
For locations, dates and times, see page 2 of 

this issue.  
 

07/31                  MITACS Globalink 

Application Deadline 
Mitacs is offering Canadian professors an op-

portunity to work with exceptional              
undergraduate students from India, China, 

Brazil, and Mexico during a 10 - 12-week re-
search project in summer 2014. Mitacs also 

oversees all logistical aspects of the visit,    
including payment of living costs, medical   
insurance and accommodation. For more   

information, click here. 
 

 
Visit www.uhntrainees.ca for more 

events and funding information.  

QUESTIONS? 
Please contact: 

Carrie-Lynn Keiski, ORT Interim Coordinator 
University Health Network 

ort.admin@uhnres.utoronto.ca 
t. 416-946-2996 
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“Piled Higher and Deeper” by Jorge Cham  www.phdcomics.com 

 

 

Buddha’s Vegetarian Restaurant               666 Dundas Street W 
 

Carrie-Lynn’s, Geoff’s and Crystal’s choice near TWH 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
Buddha’s Vegetarian Restaurant is a small, simple restaurant located 
near Toronto Western Hospital. The service is friendly and fast. The 
food is so tasty that it is sought and savoured by vegetarians and    
meat-eaters alike. Enjoy! 
 
(photos courtesy of C. Keiski) 

 

http://www.mitacs.ca/o/2013/03/national-call-mitacs-globalink-professor-projects-deadline-july-31-2013?utm_source=web&utm_medium=bnr&utm_campaign=glfaculty
http://www.uhntrainees.ca/
mailto:ort.admin@uhnres.utoronto.ca
http://www.phdcomics.com

